Reading Focus

Story Grammar Elements

Here is a list of books that we read in class and some additional stories that have clear story grammar elements

(setting, character, problem, resolution, theme)
Biography:

Did you enjoy hearing the story of Louis Braille?  If so, try other biographies written by Margaret Davidson.  

I also enjoyed Helen Keller and the Story of Benjamin Franklin

Nonfiction:

If you enjoy sports try reading books by author Matt Christopher.  

One of my favorites is Halfback Attack (also called Crackerjack Halfback).  It is about a boy named Freddie who is afraid to tackle!  See if he can overcome his fear and earn his way back onto the starting team.
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Historical Fiction:
Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan was one of my favorite stories that I read to you.  Would you like to hear more about Sarah, Jacob, Anna, and Caleb?  Then read Skylark and Caleb’s Story.  Did you know that Sarah, Plain and Tall was based on a true story of the author’s own life? 
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Student Suggestions:

Chris and Shawn both recommend reading the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series by Jeff Kinney.
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Chris says, “Once I started reading, I couldn’t put the book down.  I now have 4 books in the series!  Greg has a big problem with trying to get girls to like him and he is wimpy and kids beat him up.”
Shawn says, “I have 3 books so far in the series.  I liked it when Greg has a picture in his mind.  He’s thinking of arriving at the Valentine’s Dance in style.  He gets all dressed up and has a limo, but the driver calls him Ma’am.” 
Check out the official website:  www.wimpykid.com 

Would you like to recommend a book?

Tell me the name of the book, author, and why you enjoyed reading the book and I will include your recommendation on this link!
Parents:

My current reading focus is on Story Grammar Elements

You can help your child with this concept by asking them to tell you:

1. The setting of the story

2. The main characters in the story

3. The problem or conflict in the story

4. The events that helped solve the problem

5. Also ask them if the story taught them a lesson

Many fables contain clear problems and resolutions.  We read “The Crow and The Pitcher” as a Reader’s Theater.   This was a wonderful introduction to Story Mapping.  
A large collection of useful links that you can use at home to reinforce skills can be found on the following web site:

www.internet4classrooms.com
I will be selecting different links from this site for the students to access.

