Annotated Bibliography
Story Grammar Elements

Naughton, V.M. (2008). Picture It! [Electronic version]. The Reading Teacher, 62(1), 65-68.


In this article, Naughton describes a visualization strategy to help children understand the


five elements of a story: setting, characters, problem, attempts to resolve the problem, 


and the resolution.  She also describes a mnemonic technique to help students visualize 


each of these five elements.  This strategy has helped me teach the story elements to my


students and has helped them in retaining the information learned.

Reutzel, D.R., Cooter, Jr., R.B. (2003). Strategies for Reading Assessment and Instruction: 

Helping Every Child Succeed (second ed.). New Jersey: Pearson Education, Inc.

Reutzel and Cooter compiled fourteen chapters of useful and applicable information

relating to all aspects of reading instruction and assessment.  In each chapter the authors

chart an “Intervention Strategy Guide” which lists specific strategies for student 

problems.  This book is a must have for teachers on all levels, providing applicable 

strategies that can be carried out immediately in the classroom.

There is also a companion website for this text:

www.prenhall.com/reutzel/
National Institute of Child Health and Human Development. (2000). Report of the National Reading Panel. Teaching children to read: an evidence-based assessment of the scientific research literature on reading and its implications for reading instruction: Reports of the subgroups (NIH Publication No. 00-4754). Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

In order to determine how effective various approaches are to teaching children how to read and the level of “research-based knowledge”, the National Reading Panel was formed and asked by Congress to assess these areas.  The report indicated, with regard to story structure, that students reading comprehension improved when they were instructed on the organization of stories.  They showed and improvement with begin able to answer questions and recall information.  This report is a justification for teachers on why we need to instruct in the areas listed.  It tells us what works to help our students achieve to their greatest potential.


For more information go to:


www.nationalreadingpanel.org 

ANNOTATED LIST OF CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Louis Braille: The Boy Who Invented Books for the Blind by Margaret Davidson
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          Students are able to quickly recognize the story elements in this biography about Louis Braille.  The author does a wonderful job visualizing for the reader the problem Louis faces due to his blindness.  Biographies are nice choices for identifying clear story elements.

Halfback Attack also called Crackerjack Halfback by Matt Christopher
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If students enjoy reading sports books, then they will love Matt Christopher books.  This is one of my favorites.  It is about a boy named Freddie who is afraid to tackle!  See if he can overcome his fear and earn his way back onto the starting team.

Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan
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This was one of my favorite stories that I read to my class.  The students wanted to find out what happened next with Sarah, Jacob, Anna, and Caleb.  They are able to in the next two sequels Skylark and Caleb’s Story.   Another wonderful series with clear story elements.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney
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This series is the talk of the school!   The main character is Greg and he has a few problems.  One of his biggest problems is trying to get girls to like him.  Students will enjoy discovering how Greg overcomes these problems.

WEB SITES:

www.powertolearn.com 


New York Knicks players read stories aloud and students can take an online quiz.  Every passed quiz earns them a postcard from a Knicks alumnus.  Kids are very motivated to take these online quizzes.

www.rif.org/readingplanet

Click on Book Zone to watch and listen to animated stories and songs.  This is a wonderful tool for students who enjoy listening to stories.  The text is also included and each word is highlighted as it is read.

www.freerice.com

For every correct answer 10 grains of rice is donated through the UN World Food Program.  Some of the questions are more challenging for the 4th graders; however, the “algebra” begins with basic addition and subtraction facts.  The site will automatically recognize if a student is having difficulty and will then ask easier questions.

www.bookpals.net/storyline

This site features Screen Actor Guild members reading children’s books aloud.  Unfortunately, the text is not shown, but many children like to hear stories being read by celebrities.

www.internet4classrooms.com

This site has many tools that parents can use to help their child with specific concepts.  Click on language arts and the site will connect you to a list of sites that will help your child in this area.

www.readingmatrix.com/directory/pages

This site has a wonderful reading comprehension section.  Students read a passage and answer question about the story.  They receive immediate feedback.  The next level is sequencing of story events.

